Great Tuesday
In Matins on this day events written by the Evangelist Matthew (22:15-23:1)
are recalled. But actually the composition of its service for Tuesday borrows from
the parables of the ten virgins and the talents and from the continuation of the
prescribed narration from Monday about the second coming of Christ. With this
memory the Holy Church will especially guide the faithful to spiritual
watchfulness, so appropriate in view of the sufferings of the Lord for us, for the
expedient use of the gifts and power bestowed on us, especially in works of mercy,
which the Lord accepts, as a personal merit for Himself when He speaks about
them: "inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to
Me" (Mt. 25:40). In its hymns for this day the Holy Church with special
persistence inspires us also about the specially seasonable obligation of spiritual
watchfulness and religious-moral perfection for us, calling out: “Let us love the
Bridegroom, O brethren, Let us adorn our lamps, shining with virtues and right
belief: that like the wise virgins of the Lord we may be ready to enter with Him
into the marriage"; "O come, faithful, let us work zealously for the Master, for He
distributes wealth to His servants. And let each of us according to his ability
increase his talent of grace: Let one be adorned in wisdom through good works, let
another celebrate a service in splendor. The one distributes his wealth to the poor;
the other communicates the word to those untaught. Thus we shall increase what
has been entrusted to us, and as faithful stewards of grace, we shall be accounted
worthy of the Master's joy".
Troparion, see Great Monday.
Kontakion, tone 2
You understood that this is the last hour, O soul,
And have feared the cutting of the fig tree.
Work diligently with the talent given to you.
Keep watch and cry:
Let us not remain outside the bridal chamber of Christ.
Matins Gospel: Mt. 22:15-23:39; sel. 90-96. Paramoeas: 1) Ezek. 1:212:1. 2) Exod. 2:5-10. 3) Job 1:13-22. Gospel: Mt. 24:36-26:1; sel. 102-107.
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